
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Implementation of Virtual 
Interconnection Points 
Market Consultation of Gasunie Transport 
Services (GTS) on the implementation of 
VIPs between the TTF market area and the 
neighbouring market areas e.g. in Germany  

Berlin, 24 October 2017. We appreciate the introduction of virtual interconnec-
tion points (VIP) between gas market areas. Especially for Germany with two ex-
isting market areas, each market area is fragmented into two gas qualities on 
the balancing level and overall 16 (!) gas transmission system operators (TSO). 
The introduction of VIPs is a chance to make network access on TSO level more 
efficient: VIPs will reduce transaction costs for shippers, facilitate the access to 
adjacent hubs and could boost cross border trading. bne members are committed 
to a modern and flexible energy market design allowing truly competitive solu-
tions. 
 
We appreciate the transparent consultation process established by Gasunie 
Transport Services with market participants and other stakeholders. We hope, the 
German TSOs will follow the Dutch example and publish their implementation 
concept as soon as possible. There is not much time left:  According to EU-
regulation 2017/459 (NC CAM) the TSO have to implement VIPs by November 2018 
at the latest.  
 

 Entry/Exit-Systems according to NC CAM Art. 19 (9)  
 
In our opinion the Entry/Exit-System should be seen as a market area – in this re-
gard we share the opinion of GTS. But the classification of gas quality requirements 
in German gas market regulation is more complex. At first sight, the gas quality 
doesn’t play any role: network access, transportation, trading and balancing is 
based on kWh. But according to regulation “KONNI” of Bundesnetzagentur, for the 
use of conversion services in the direction of H-gas to L-gas, a conversion fee will be 
levied upon accounting. This separation on the balancing level has a relevant im-
pact on transaction costs related to the procurement of gas and prices for balancing 
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energy. Therefore, the German market areas are still separated into H-gas and L-gas 
from a shipper point of view.  
 On the other hand, both the German TSOs and Bundesnetzagentur argue that 
the market areas GASPOOL and NCG should be seen each as one market – especial-
ly in the discussion about a further migration towards a single market area in Ger-
many. Consequently, they should have the same position for the introduction of 
VIP in the market areas. If this model is not initially compatible with an efficient use 
of the system, the fusion of H-gas and L-gas interconnection points into a single 
VIP should be implemented at least in the second step following soon afterwards. 
 

 Implementation date 
 
We appreciate the proposal of GTS to align the implementation of VIPs by 1 Octo-
ber 2018. An implementation one month later by 1 November 2018 would extend 
the timeframe only by a few weeks but raises complexity (e.g. the transformation of 
yearly and quarterly capacity and to consider separated tariffs). 
 

 Tariff methodology 
 
In our opinion, technical capacity seems to be more appropriate as weighting crite-
ria in tariff calculation compared to forecasted contracted capacity. Therefore we 
support GTS choice.  
 
 
Who we are: Bundesverband Neue Energiewirtschaft e.V. (bne) / Association of 
Energy Market Innovators – a strong voice for independent energy companies  
bne represents the interests of grid-independent energy suppliers and energy ser-
vice companies in Germany. Our member companies are interested in a fair level-
playing-field and well working European internal gas market. 
 


